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Upcoming Events

Micahtam Travels to Arizona

Micahtam had a long way to travel
for Choral Fest this year. Choral Fest
was in Arizona, a new and exciti ng place
for many in the choir.

The members of Micahtam left for
Arizona on Wednesday, April 7. On this
day, we met our host families and for
some of us, we had our first glimpse of
the desert.

Thursday was an unforgettable day.
The members of Micahtam got up early,
and we all went to the Grand Cany on
for the day. The bus ride there and back
was long, but the middle was worth it
because the Grand Canyon was such a
pretty sight.

Friday was a busy day. We started
practicing our songs for the sacred
concert to be held on Sunday. Also, all

Micahtam prepares for their pops concert
performance.

Front row : Jenny Piepenbrink, Allie Spiaser,
Lauren Sadowski.

Middle Row : Carissa Welch, Nicole Dorn,
Nick Durand, Jason Kotecki, Sam Blauert,
Jordyn Heyn, Chad Gholston, Chase
Seehausen, Rebecca O38
Back row : Paul Styx, Becca Johns.

the choirs got stage time to practice
for the big pops concert that would
happen that night. After a day filled
with practicing, there was the pops
concert. Songs were performed from
many different groups in many
different styles. This was an
enjoyable concert.

The following day was another big
day. After all day of practicing for
the sacred concert, we went to
Chase Field. While standing on the
warning track in centerfield, we sang
0The Star Spangl e
the Arizona Diamondbacks game.
After singing, we stayed and watched
the game.

Sunday was our last day of Choral
Fest. In the morning we sang at our
host church and then went back to
the school. We practiced for the
sacred concert. After another day of
practicing, the last event of Choral
Fed approached. The sacred concert
then happened, and this event
marked the end of Choral Fest. We
had tearful goodbyes, and then we
went back to our host families for
one final night.

Our last day was Monday. This day
was spent going to the airport, si tting
there, flying, and then going home.
As we landed in the cloudy, cold
Chicago, we realized how much we
missed warm Arizona.

We want to express a thank you
to everyone who helped us to be able
to go to Choral Fest. Micahtam is
especially thankful for the support
shown us through our annual wreath
sale.

Allie Spiaser, Senior, Micahtam
Singer
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Picturing America Comes to lllinois Lutheran

Have you noticed the rotating American artworks on
the walls of our ILHS library this past school year? Along
with thousands of schools and libraries across our
nation, lllinois Lutheran applied for and received 40
high-quality reproductions of great Amer ican art as part
of the Picturing America initiative.

The Picturing America series of artworks have
complimented and enhanced our lllinois Lutheran art
classes at the primary, junior high, and high school
levels. Many of our teachers have used these wonderful
artworks in cross-curricular classroom ventures to
stimulate writing and discussions in the areas of
American literature, English, cultural, history, and social
studies lessons.

The images in Picturing America reflect a variety of
media spanning several centuries, ranging from the work
of early American Indian artists to painters such as Mary
Cassatt and Jacob Lawrence, from photographers such

as Dorothea Lange to architects such as Frank Lloyd
Wright. These images help students better und erstand
Americads diverse people a
our nationds travails and
reflected in the themes of Picturing America: Leadership,
Freedom and Equality, Democracy, Courage, Landscape,
and Creativity and Ingenuity.

Picturing America is an initiative of the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) conducted in
cooperation with the American Library Association (ALA)
that brings significant works of American art into
thousands of communities across the country. Next time
you are passing through the halls of Illinois Lutheran, stop
in the library to view the monthly rotating artwork.
Additional information about the artist and the artwork is
usually on display and ava

Connie Bey, Art Teacher

Leadership Class Hosts First ILHS Lock-In

The high school leadership class was looking for
ways to help the students get to know each other
better before they left for summer.  What better to do
this then staying up all night? On Saturday, May 22, the
Leadership class hosted the first ever lllinois Lutheran
High School LockIn. Fifty -three students came
together to have some fun. There were students from
every class, some new to the school. Jake Kendrick, a

new freshmen, said, olt ws
fun, butit went by so fast. | was disappointed when
the sun came up. o6 The st

do. They started out with dinner and then had a chapel
service, after that they were free to do whatever they

wanted. There was Wii, Xbox, movies, board games, and
open gym. They had lots of food and drinks to help stay
wide awake. They were also able to participate in group
games. A few of the group games were scooter races,
musical chairs, and dodge ball. The | ock-in was a huge
success. Everyone got to know each other a little better.
Sophomore Sam Bl auert
never bored. The Mountain Dew kept me awake, and |
would recommend itto anyone who
anybody or much about anyone to come because | met a

z

lot of new people . 6

Jeff Uhlenbrauck, Leadership Class Instructor

Europe Trip to Spain and France Set for 2011

In June 2011, we will again be off to
Europe. This trip includes two of the
most picturesque and historical cities in
Europe. Madrid is the home of the Prado
museum which has one of the finest
collections of European art. The city is
dotted with plazas where friends me et
before enjoying tapas. Travelers will visit
a royal palace, Puerto del Sol and take a
side trip to the ancient city of Toledo.
After an overnight train trip, we will
arrive in Paris. Travelers will visit the Louvre, Eiffel
Tower, and a Louis XIVds P

Our tentative departure date for the 10 -day trip is

[
t

sai d.

doesr

scheduled for Monday, June 6. The tour includes days that

are guided and free days for travelers to explore and shop
at a more leisurely pace. The tour fee includes air and
ground transport, overnight accommodations, two meals
per day and much more. Eight travelers have already
committ ed to the trip and there is plenty of room for

more. For more information go to our website
(www.illinoislutheran.org ), look for the Quick Links drop
menu and select Trip to Madrid and Paris. Links are online
to enroll on the trip and research Madrid and Paris. If you
need more information, you may call Mr. Spiaser at school
or drop him an e -mail.

Jeff Spiaser, Europe Tour Trip Leader


http://www.illinoislutheran.org/
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Second Grade Enjoys End of Year Field Trips

On May 2Q students in second grade had a
chance to explore God's amazing creation as they
traveled to Sunrise Greenhouse in Grant Park. There
they were given a tour of the greenhouse. They
were also able to touch, feel and smell different
kinds of plants. How wonderful for them to explore
first -hand what they studied in science!

On May 27 the second grade class visited the
Crete Public Library. Mrs. Matthias showed the
students some coal books that the library has to
offer. Students were also given a tour of the library,
and heard about the summer reading program.
Students then went to Cone Cottage to cool off with
a special treat!

Paige Craig smells some rosemary
at the Sunrise Farms Greenhouse.

Wendy Fischer, Second Grade Teacher

Mrs. Matthias shares some new
books with students at the library.

Cold-Blooded Creatures Thrill Grade -Schoolers

. e

lllinois Lutheran Students Share
Their Artwork with the World

Move over, famous artists! Illinois Lutheran artists
are taking over the spotlight!  Art teacher Mrs. Connie
Bey has teamed up Artsonia, www.artsonia.com -- the
world's largest online kid's art museum -- to display
the students' artwork . Headquartered in Gurnee, IL,
Artsonia was established in 2000 as an online kid's art
museum providing free, educational resources for
kids, families and schools to create art proje cts. Since
its inception, Artsonia continues to integrate
technology in the classroom, develop multi -cultural
understanding through art and increase family
involvement in children's education. View the lllinois
Lutheran Junior High and High School gallery online
at: www.artsonia.com/schools/lllinois4 .

Connie Bey, Art Teacher

On Friday, May 7, our ILES students got a great surprise,
thanks to the CPA.

Jim Nesci brought his reptilian fri ends to our gym in a
presentationBkabtded GCeddur esbd
students about reptile behavior and gave many the unique
opportunity to touch, hold and even ride one of these interesting
creatures. What a wonderful opportunity for our students to
explore God's amazing animals!

Wendy Fischer, SecondGrade Teacher

Left: Kindergarten student Emma Oestmann rides an alligator.

Yellow Peeps and Blue Bombers
Share School Picnic Championship

The high school picnic was once again a huge
success. Mr. Archer cooked up some hamburgers and
hot dogs and served the entire student body lunch.
Almost the entire student body participated in the
Incrediball tournament in the afternoon. This year
there were 10 t eams. The Yellow Peeps and the Blue
Bombers ended up going 50 to split the honor of
champion this year. The event has become a great way
to say farewell to our seniors and have everyone,
faculty and students participate in an afternoon of
fellowship. T hanks to everyone for making it a great
time.

Jeff Uhlenbrauck, Dean of Students


http://www.artsonia.com/
http://www.artsonia.com/schools/Illinois4
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Battle of the Books Te ams Enjoy Competition

Crete Public Library hosted the
annual Battle of the Books for grades
6-8 on March 22 and grades 45 on
March 23. lllinois Lutheran sent four

6-8 grade and four 4-5 grade teams who

competed against teams from Crete
Public Schools, St. Liborious, Deer
Creek, and a home-school team.
Students are given lists of about
thirty books to read and then answer
seven groups of questions on them in
the contest. There are also prizes

given to the three top teams along
with every p articipant receiving a
free meal from Northwoods. One of
I LSO -Orade teams won third, a
fifth -grade team won second, and a
6-8 grade team won first. All of the
students really enjoyed a fun
evening of books, competition, and
prizes.

Joyce DeForge, Fourth-Grade
Teacher

lllinois Lutheran
School so
Lifelong Learners
(evenin the
summer!)

Here are a few examples of
what our teachers are up to
this summer é

Mr. Jeff Spiaser is leading a
WELS workshop on
PowerSchool.

Mrs. LuAnn Spaiseris taking
an AP English workshop that
will he Ip her prepare
students for AP English
exams. She is also attending
a WELS music workshop.

Mr. John Dorn is taking a
one-week class on
configuring, managing, and
maintaining Windows
Server 2008.

Mr. Mark Kjenstad is
continuing to work on his

Master's Degree at
Wisconsin Lutheran
Seminary.

The fifth -grade team won second place.
Left to right: Maddy Ellexson, Bryanna
Hybert, Gianna Tarka, Ashlin McCormick,
Jeremy Gaines, Mr. Nate Krug.

The fourth -grade team won third place.
Left to right: Sean McCormick, Sara
Solatka, Jessica Proctor, Nick Battaglia,
Jack Cockrum, Mrs. Joyce DeForge.
Mr. Scott Sievert will be
taking part in the Mid -
America Conference:
Preparing Students for
Success in a Global World
this summer. The 5
modul es for t
conference are: Preparing
Students for Their Future
Success, The Inspired
Teacher, Using Technology
to Deliver the Curriculum,
Motivating Students with
Compassion and Conviction,
and Creating a Brain
Friendly Classroom
Environment.

Family Reading Night = Stories, Snacks, and Fun!

The CPA hosted a Family Readin
Night for ILES families on April 29.
In various locations throughout the
building and at Trinity Church,
students enjoyed hearing short
stories presented by volunteer
readers. They had a fun time
bringing in sleeping bags, eating
popcorn, and lounging around
while being encouraged to be the
best readers they can be.

Wendy Fischer, SecondGrade
Teacher

Volunteer reader Pam Archer reads to
second-grade students.
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Senior and Eighth -Grade Award Winners

Alexandrea Hackel, senior, Jason Kotecki, senior,

received the awards of received the River Valley
Valedictorian, the Senior Conference Scholar Athlete
Female Athlete Award, the Award and the Senior Male
River Valley Conference Athlete Award.

Scholar Athlete Award, and
the Charger Award.

Lauren Sadowski, senior, Allison Spiaser, senior, won
was also named the Musical Charger Award.
Valedictorian in the

school -@wrtiéforr s

first place.

4 3009
n Blatiert

Jack Blauert, eighth - Jacob Lang, eighth-grader,
grader, was selected as the  received the Good

class speaker for the junior Citizenship Award.

high graduation.

Why is a Christian education
important? This question is
frequently asked to graduates from
a Christian school. Whether in high
school, college, or jr. h igh, they
will all be asked the same question.
But what does it mean to me? It
means a lot to me for four reas ons.
Those reasons are the following: it
helps me know that | am forgiven of
all my sins, it shows me what the

Jgpel: iy meaning of life is, helps to
: complete my life goal of becoming a
Jacob Heyn, eighth-grader, pastor, and helps me reach my

won first place in the Ultimate goal of being with my
Booster Club essay contest  Savior in heaven.

fQFhTS essay, printed at The first reason is that it helps
right.

me know that all my sins are
forgiven. This is important because
if 1 did not know | was forgiven | would be guilty for all my sins
and get punished at the end of my life with eternal damnation.
It says in the first partof Romans6 : 23, OFor t he
death. ¢ Wit hout forgiveness
but in the Il ast part of Roman
eternal life in Christ Jesus
The second reason is that it shows me what the meaning of
i fe is. [ | di dndt know wh
killed myself because eventually the weight of guilt would
weigh me down and would not find a reason to remain alive. It
says in 1 Corint hriyaueaordri6koB 1,
whatever youdo,do it all for the gl o
that instead of killing myself | ought to live my life for God.
It helps me reach my life goal of becoming a pastor because

in order to be a pastor | hav
and not a new convert. It says in the first part of 1 Timothy
3: 6, OHe must not be a recent

Christian education is important to me. Another reason my
Christian education is important to me in this way is that | get

to earnestly seek God by learni ng what he has to say in the
Hebrew and Greek Bibles.AndlI t
without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone
who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he
rewards those who earnestly s

To reach heaven is my Ultimate goal. The only way | can
get to heaven is by having a Christian education. Without it |
would eventually lose my faith and end up going to hell. It
says in John 3:16, O0For God his
one and only Son that who ever believes in him shall not perish,
but have eternal i fe.o Thi s
education is very important.

Why is a Christian education important? That is a question
that all Christian students receive. All of them answer them in
different ways. The only answer that | hope is always the
same, no matter who the question is asked to, is that it would
lead us to our Ultimate goal of being in heaven .

Jacob Heyn, Eighth-Grade Student
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Charger Baseball Wins Regional Title for Second Year

The Charger baseball team took another ride into the
postseason before ending with a loss in the sectional s.
After capturing their second straight regional title, the
Chargers dropped a 10-8 game to Ottawa Marquette. The
game saw some major lead changesand kept everyone
anxious. The Chargers went from down 4-0 to up 8-4 to
down 10-8. In the end, a few t oo many mistakes kept the
Chargers from advancing.

However, the season was another memorable one.
ILHSfinished 8-2 in the conference, good for second
place behind Beecher's 9-1 mark. The Chargers nearly
pulled off the conference title, but fell just short in
pulling off
a doubleheader sweep of the Bobcats. Othe r highlig hts
included a trip to Louisville for games, tours, and
worship with our brother and si sters at Hope Lutheran, a
home win against a very good Manteno team, a come
from behind win in dramatic style at Donovan, a nd a
regional championship game pitched by jun ior ace Evan
Teske.

Senior Jason Kotecki left his mark on the record
books, having a senior season for the ages. The shortstop

hit .525 and drove in an impressive 48 runs. Kotecki set
several other records including hits in a season (42),
doubles in a season (12) home runs in a season (4, and
hits (108) and RBI (102)in a career. He was named
player of the year in the River Valley Conference for his
efforts. Senior center fielder Ben Wallace and junior
catcher Zach Sager also earned first-team honors.
Wallace hit .293 and ran down any fly ball near him.
Sager hit .447 and played stellar defense behind the
plate. T he two of them gave Kotecki plenty of RBI
chances reaching base a combined 95times! Evan Teske
(2B) and Colton Moore were given honorable mention.
To God be the glory!

The Chargers finished with 17 wins - the most in
school history - and did a great job of moving the
program forward (one of the team 's preseason
goals). Replacing four seniors - Kotekci, Wallace, Doug
McNeil, and Trevor Woldhuis - will be a big challenge
for next year's squad. Let's hope the players are up for
it.

Mark Kjenstad, Varsity Baseball Coach

Strong Group of Players Brings Future Promise to Charger Softball

ILHS softball started strong this year with an opening
day win against Chicago Hope 6-4 and a 3-3 record to
start the season. The Chargers ran into a couple of
tough stretches however, and finished the season 6-16.
The team loses two valuable senior leaders at the end of
the seasonin center f ielder Alex Hackel and infielder
extraordinaire K elsey Palm. Hackel earned All -
Conference Special Mention this year and batted .403 on
the season.

The Chargers had a strong group of juniors. Catcher

Jenn Seely received first -team All-Conference honors and

hit .421, infielder Nicole Dorn hit .410, Becca Johnshit
.351, played outfield and pitched, outfielder Megan
Johnsen went .265, shortstop Carissa Welch hit .264, and
Morgan Noll became a solid replacement in the outfield.
Sophomoles played a big role on the team this year,
especially in pitching. Tori Schrementi was the winning
pitcher in four of the six victories. She also earned first -

team All -Conference honors, was voted team MVP and hit

.536 on the season. Kaitlin Zelek pic ked up one of th e

wins and played outfield and first base. Haley Cabaj was

a great asset for our team chemistry in her first season
of play.
Thi s
upperclassmen along. Gabby Ose, Elona Neal, Allison
Dorn, and Taylor Gibson all made tremendous progress
and made our team stronger through their efforts.
We once again were lucky to have the assistance of
softball guru Vince Schrementi as our assistant coach.

y e ar 0 s hntan centaimly pushedfthe e s

He brought life and laughter to our team and was a
tremendous asset. We look forward to working hard
during the offseason and with so many returners back,
another great season of Charger softball.

Jeff Uhlenbrauck, Varsity Softball Coach

Team MVP Tori Schrementi throws another strike.



